Off Field Checklist

S S O W 

Slope : Any visible slope is unacceptable. If necessary land upslope. 

Surface: My priorities are, depending on the time of year: 

1. Hay or wheat stubble (yellow with cut pattern). If the field has been recently cut the surface should be hard and smooth. Look out for bales or rows of drying hay. 

2. Harrowed soil (brown). Soft, loose surface giving a short, dusty stop. Distinguish from ploughed field with high, rough furrows. 

3. Young crop (brown from above and greenish at a low angle). Until about mid-June, it is possible to land between the rows of crops such as corn without damage. 

4. Last choice are green fields, unless you know the surface (eg by prior inspection). The reasons for this are first, many uncultivated fields in Eastern Ontario are filled with rough tussocky grass that conceals obstacles such as rocks, fences, ditches and farm implements. Second, cultivated green fields in summer contain a crop, e.g., beans, potatoes or corn, and the farmer will not welcome your arrival. 

Obstacles Look out for hydro wires bordering or crossing fields. Trees bordering the field can obscure wires or poles. Avoid flying low between them on approach. Obstructions beneath the approach reduce the usable length of the field by ten times their height: e.g., an 80-foot tree removes 800 feet of useable length from the field. 

Many fields in low lying areas are worked into shallow crests and ditches along their length. Land along the crests. 

Cows

Wind Assess the surface wind direction. Look for smoke from fires or chimneys, wind patterns on water, movement of cloud shadows, and the glider's drift. Plan to land into wind unless the field slopes; if so, land up-slope. Beware of turbulence in the lee of obstacles. 

By 1200 to 1000 AGL feet the pilot should select the most suitable field and position the glider well upwind for a circuit. 

By 800 feet AGL the pilot should abandon all attempts at thermalling and decide to land in the chosen field. 

Plan the circuit to be opposite the landing point around 500 feet AGL. Select a safe approach speed and plan the approach to clear obstacles using about half airbrake. Touch down at minimum speed and apply the wheel brake to stop as quickly as possible. 

If the field appears unsuitable at the last minute, e.g., the vegetation turns out to be different from expected, it is probably best to continue with a controlled approach into the field rather than risk changes of plan. 

In the pleasant silence that follows a well-executed off-field landing the pilot can reflect on the flight, often with a tinge of regret if the sky above is still active. 

Your first concern should be to notify the landowner that you had to make an unplanned landing on his or her property. Ask to telephone your retrieve crew who will pick up the glider. Give the crew road directions and the telephone number at your location. You will also need to ask the farmer's permission to move the trailer onto the field or the road beside it. If you landed in a crop, ask the farmer to assess the damage and try to minimize further damage by trampling while retrieving the glider. 

